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Editor’s Note 
By Frank Kristensen 

Those of you, who know me well, know that I am a very gentle person. I’m not known for my 
temper. If something can be settled without raising my voice, I will do my very best to do just 
that. In fact, some people actually tell me I could do with a bit more temper in some situations. 

 
However, I read something in one of the articles for this edition of the Newsletter, that really made me mad. 
 
It happens once in a while in Denmark, but I never thought it would happen with seasoned veterans in an 
EFAF game. 
 
It is simply beyond me how people can bring only one shirt 
to a game and count on everyone else being Clairvoyant 
enough to bring the same type of shirt. I think it is 
inconsiderate of one official to put the crew in that position 
and I think it makes the entire crew look bad, and in the eyes of the coaches, players and spectators and 
everybody else, the crew is behind even before the coin toss. 

It is inconsiderate of one official 
to put the crew in that position... 

It is a different story if there is an agreement within the crew to bring only short sleeves, but if no such 
agreement exists, how hard is it to pack an extra shirt? How much space does that take up? 
 
It is simply beyond me. 
 
On a different and more pleasant note, let me congratulate our friend Walt Anderson on his new job as the 
Supervisor for the Big 12 and wish him the best of luck in his new endeavor. 
 
Enjoy the Newsletter. 
 
 



News from BAFRA 
By Jim Briggs 
 
BAFRA Convention a success 
 
BAFRA held its annual training convention last weekend and had a record attendance. 
About three-quarters of the active referees in British American football attended the two-day event, which is 
BAFRA's annual get-together for its members. Davie Parsons, BAFRA's Director of Training who organised 
the event, said "It was great to see so many people together talking football. Everyone enjoyed it". Topics 
covered included signalling, pre-game meetings, common mistakes and rules that need regular review. 
 
The guest speaker was Jamie Grant, an official from the Division I Sun Belt Conference, who had worked the 
Alamo Bowl in December. He covered several topics with humour and good sense. Attendees also had the 
opportunity to watch game film of key officiating plays from both European and American games. 
 
The Convention also marked the relaunch of BAFRA's website www.bafra.org 
 
 
A word from the OC 
By Perttu Hautala, Director of Officiating 
 
We are now making a development plan for the new EFAF members, how they could start to improve 
the training of their officials. We have received questions for this kind of help from the new federations 
like the Polish and Serbia-Montenegro.  
 
As well as we are going thru all things which are concerning us during this years season, e.g. game papers 
and so on.  
 
And a reminder to everyone, just if there is any kind of problems with the teams, fans or even with fellow 
officials, just drop us a line. 
 
We now have our own e-mail address for the OC; officiating@efaf.info 
 
 
The Book Corner 
By Thomas Hofbauer 
 
You’re out and you’re ugly, too! 
Confessions of an umpire with attitude 
Written by Durwood Merrill with Jim Dent, 1998 
ISBN 0-312-18237-6 
 

„The book is dedicated to the umpires who wear the blue for their integrity and commitment to a 
grand game.“ 
That is how it starts and people who know American sports know, that we are in baseball this 

time. There are lots of books about baseball officials and though I cannot say I read all of them I am sure that 
this is one of the real funny ones and I can really recommend reading it. 
Durwood Merrill, or Dur, as his friends called him, has a lot to tell. Besides working lots of games in the 
World series he was the one who gave his jacket to George W. Bush when he appeared at a game and he 
was named „Baseball’s most stylish umpire at first base“ by USA Today. 
He started back in 1971, when he was already 32 years old, married and in a well paid job for a couple of 
years. Dur just applied for umpire school and made it in 6 weeks with the mental support of his wife. Starting 
with triple-A, Cal-league and a season of winterball he moved up the ladder to become one of Americas well 
known major league umpires. 
There are different people and different problems at all levels and he mentions them all. The love for the 
game is different if you play, officiate or just watch the game. 
Some things like how to establish a strike zone are technical but he has an interesting way to tell it even to 
people who do not really know baseball. Lots of close calls 
that went this or that way and how the others reacted to 
them can be found. It proves that even the greatest 

…this is one of the really funny 
ones and I can really recommend 
reading it. 

http://www.bafra.org/


officials make their mistakes regularly (but not always the same ones). 
There are stories about the all time greatest players he worked with as well as the managers (whose job it is 
to keep the prima donnas of the team happy). 
He rates the managers and presents „Durwood’s Dozen“ and he comes back to the players with the names 
of “Durwood’s All-Bitch Team“. Of course there is a list of the truly greatest players as well. 
Overall the book is fun and easy to read and interesting for baseball fans and officials. Dur was really one of 
the great ones of his business. 
 
Next month we take a short look into hockey and go over „Tough Calls“. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
From the battlefield 
Berlin Adler – Prague Lions, 15-apr-06 
By Veikko Lamminsalo 
 
R Perttu Hautala 
U Axel Trittmacher 
HL Thorsten Kimpel 
LJ Daniel Bartosek 
SJ Henning Rieske 
FJ Veikko Lamminsalo 
 

It seemed to be another season starter. We all knew that this might be the pitfall for the crew as 
this was the first or the second game for each of us this season. No matter how well you study or 
get prepared for these games, the further the season goes the better performance we 

normally see . 
 
The spring in Berlin had started off very well. The day was really warm and we decided to go with the short 
sleeves even though the kick-off was at 6 o’clock. We went to have the pre-game at 4. The field was ok’ish 
with ten yard lines and some sand patches here and there. The good thing was that we had 1-yard lines both 
at the sidelines and hash marks. 
 
In the pre-game we put emphasis on the communications and how we possibly could make Perttu look good. 
This didn’t quite succeed on one particular play, which you will see in next year’s clinic video if we are lucky. 
I’m not going to go into details but my message is: 
-         take your time 
-         communicate, communicate, communicate 
-         don’t assume, but know (and let others know, which goes back to communication)  
 
Nevertheless the game went well for the crew.  For some reason we had a number of BOGs. Maybe we 
were a little bit rusty with the ball handling after the long winter. My lesson to learn was to leave my country 
specifics behind and apply EFAF mechanics only. It’s not always an easy thing to do, but it’s never a valid 
excuse for wrong mechanics. In my case it was 2 minute warning 15 seconds too early… d’oh! 
 
It seemed to be another season starter… 
 
 
Denmark – Switzerland 22 April 2006 (EJC Qualifier) 
By Frank Kristensen, Newsletter editor 
 
R Fereed Adus 
U Frank Rasmussen 
HL Alex Henriksen 



LJ Hans Zwicker 
SJ Frank Kristensen 
FJ Jens Toft 
 

Finally, the season was about to start and I could hardly wait. I was prepared and I was pumped 
and then I screwed up on the opening kickoff. Maybe.  Let me explain.  Denmark decided to 
onside kick to open the game and they kicked away from my side. Towards the press box and 

the FJ. The FJ is on K35 and I am on K45 and as the ball comes down, beyond the K45 it looks like players 
from both teams jump to try to reach the ball.  On a pass play that is ok. On a kickoff that is not the case.  
According to the U, the ball was not kicked into the ground, so somebody should have thought about KCI, 
but nobody did until it was too late. It will be interesting to see the tape and the review. 
Luckily, I was able to come back with a couple of TD calls, that I felt good about and a couple of PFs that I 
am eager to see on tape. 
We had some problems with the microphone because the batteries had to be replaced, which prolonged the 
halftime break by about 5 minutes. Next time that happens to you, my advice is to get the game on, and 
forget about the mike. 
After the game (DK won, by the way) our CH-colleague and I went to my apartment for pizza and NFLE 
football. Hans spent the night and left the next morning to catch his flight, which would take him directly to his 
next game and I went (almost) directly to my next game, which was a practice game between a Danish and 
a Swedish team. All in all, not a bad way to kick off the season and not a bad way to spend a weekend. 
 
 
Hamburg Blue Devils vs. Bologna Warriors, 22-Apr-06 
By Veikko Lamminsalo 
 
R Ari Ollila 
U Markus Leidner 
HL Thorsten Kimpel 
LJ Mauro Picchio 
SJ Axel Trittmacher 
FJ Veikko Lamminsalo  
 
In *Crom We believe - weather factors and country specifics 
 
Leaving sunny and even warm Finland wasn't really giving us a good prediction of how the weather could be 
in Hamburg. On Saturday morning we saw grey clouds in the sky and had showers coming down. Before the 
game we all were converted to Crom Believers as the game was getting closer, but the rain didn't show any 
signs to stop. How desperate can you get? The rain didn't stop until the game was over... 
 
What this meant to us was naturally that we had to anticipate the impact to the game; soft, muddy field, 
slippery balls and not so warm start. We decided to go for long sleeves, but not all of the crew had them in 
their bags or the shirts had shrunk during the off season and didn't fit on. So, the officiating crew was a 
mixture of long and short sleeved men. It wasn't a nice sight. 
 
Nevertheless this didn't affect to our performance too much and the game went smoothly with only 2 
penalties in the first half and final score 44-0 for the Devils. 
 
Last week I wrote about leaving the country specifics behind for EFAF games. Again we must focus on this; 
check your gear and have it with you. No "April 1st" -rules or other non-EFAF stuff are needed, I reckon. Also 
if the games in your country are played on shortened fields and you need to set the kick-off spot to 30 yard 
line, please verify the field length and bring the kick-off spot issue up in the pre-game. We had two kick-offs 
from the 30 yard line... some stuff more to review DVD.... 
 
Crom bless you :o) 
Veikko 
 
*Crom a.k.a. Sun God  
 
 



VIF Trolls - Eidsvoll 1814’s, 29 April 2006 
By Frank Kristensen, Newsletter editor 
 
R Frank Kristensen 
U Terje Pedersen 
HL Eigil Norén 
LJ Øyvind Løken 
BJ Jens Toft 
 

Prepare for anything. Expect the unexpected. Leave nothing to chance. That’s how I tried to start 
off my career as an EFAF Referee. Did I succeed?  Hmmm… Not really.  Here’s my story.  Until 
the game started, I was pretty happy with how the day had gone.  Our preparations had gone 

pretty much the way I wanted them too. Everybody was on time, the pregame had worked well, and we were 
on the same page.  I had my mike and the teams were ready. Well… one of them was, anyway, let me get 
back to the mike for second. On the second play of the game, I had to cover A’s goalline and on my way 
down there, the mike-box (with the on-off switch) fell out and broke the microphone holder, so for the rest of 
the half, I had everything in my pockets, and I yelled out the fouls. 
Now back to the actual game.  Remember how coaches and announcers always say that turnovers 
determine games? Well, in this game I’m pretty sure that turnover-margin of 13-1 had quite a bit to say about 
the 0-79 final score.  And getting back to my opening statement, I did not prepare for that. I was not 
expecting that.   
As for the officiating, I thought the crew did a very good job, if I say so myself.  (Game Observer) Perttu gave 
me some pointers at halftime, which I tried to work on in the second half, like standing still while doing the 
ready for play signal, but apart from that there was not a whole lot to report. 
After the game, we went out to eat, and then we tried to find a sports bar that showed NFLE, but we were 
unable to find one, so we had to settle for 20 minutes of German Soccer, before the long day caught up with 
us and we retreated to our hotel. 
All in all, a good first experience, and I’m looking forward to next week, where I will be in Finland. 
 
 
By the Book 
In each of the following you are given a situation and at least two possible answers. You are to decide which 
answer or answers are correct. Note: In kicking situations, K is the kicking team, R the receiving team. 
For answers, click here. 
 
1. With 40 seconds left in the game, the clock running and team A leading, 7-0, the referee signals the 
ready-for-play. After 10 seconds, a team B player goes down with an injury and the officials stop the clock. 

1. The 25-second count starts over at the next ready. 
2. The count stops and resumes with 15 seconds left. 
3. The game clock restarts on the snap. 
4. The game clock restarts on the ready. 
5. The game clock restarts on the ready only if the referee believes team B is trying to conserve time. 

 
2. First and 10 on team A’s 25 yardline. A1 takes the snap and runs toward the sideline to his left. As A1 is 
running at his 18 yardline, he is led by A6 and trailed by A7. B2 races up from behind A7 and shoves A7 on 
his back as part of an effort to reach A1. 

1. Personal foul on B2. 
2. Illegal block in the back on B2. 
3. Clipping on B2. 
4. No problem. 

 
3. Team A has one timeout remaining. Before the ready, A2 tells the umpire he has an equipment problem. 

1. Team A is charged with a timeout. 
2. Team A is flagged for delay of game. 
3. An officials’ timeout is called and it lasts until A2’s equipment problem is solved. 
4. A2 must leave the game for at least one play if a team attendant is unable to fix the problem within 

25 seconds. 
5. No officials’ timeout is granted for equipment problems. 

 



4. After sacking A1 on a key play, B2 removes his helmet as he is leaving the field but before he reaches the 
sideline. 

1. A foul only if the officials rule that B2 was taunting team A. 
2. A foul under any circumstances. 
3. No problem. 

 
5. Just after K1’s punt is airborne and untouched by team R, K2 blocks R3. The contact causes R3 to knock 
the punter to the ground. 

1. No problem. 
2. R3 has fouled if K2’ block was legal. 
3. R3 has fouled if K2’s block was illegal. 
4. R3 has fouled under any circumstances. 
5. If K2’s block was illegal, only K2 has fouled. 
6. If K2’s block was illegal, K2 and R3 have fouled. 

 
 
 
 
Reprinted with written permission from Referee Magazine.   For subscription information contact Referee Magazine, PO 

Box 161, Franksville, Wis.   53216; phone 262/632-8855; e-mail: referee@referee.com; web: www.referee.com 
 
 
Websites of interest 
By Frank Kristensen, Newsletter editor 
 
Einar has it. Fereed has it. All of the Danish officials have it. You can to. I’m talking about MSN Messenger. 
Go to www.msn.com, download the program and add me to your contacts. I will then tell you who else is 
available. It is really need. 
 
Check out these links, “stolen” from the Norwegian Officiating website: 
 
http://www1.ncaa.org/eprise/main/playingrules/football/2005/FBRulesCommitteeApprovedRules.pdf?ObjectI
D=38307&amp;ViewMode=0&amp;PreviewState=0 
http://www.big12sports.com/sports/m-footbl/spec-rel/042606aaa.html 
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/seahawks/2002932813_pointer16.htm 
 
 
Honky TONK 
By Steve Tonkinson 
 

As we are at the start of the 2006 season, it reminded me that I never really said goodbye to 
everyone following my decision to retire from EFAF football. For me, it's not only been about the 
officiating, some of you became more than just colleagues - I have even stayed in your homes 
sa.  and vice-ver

I hope you all have a great season and keep in touch. 
 
Probably many of you may have no idea who I am (or rather was), so as the EFAF newsletter was running 
out of EFAF officials profiles, here is a mine. 
 
Name:   Steve TONKINSON  #97 
From:   Great Britain 
Age:   49 
Job:   Software Engineer (Radar, Military Comms, Air Traffic Control Systems, etc) 
Years as an Official:  21 
Years as EFAF member:  11 
 
EFAF Highlights: 
2005 Malmo  - European Championships Group A 
2005 Vienna  - EuroBowl XIX Final Vienna - Bergamo 
2004 Amiens  - European Championships Group B 

http://www.referee.com/
http://www.msn.com/
http://www1.ncaa.org/eprise/main/playingrules/football/2005/FBRulesCommitteeApprovedRules.pdf?ObjectID=38307&amp;ViewMode=0&amp;PreviewState=0
http://www1.ncaa.org/eprise/main/playingrules/football/2005/FBRulesCommitteeApprovedRules.pdf?ObjectID=38307&amp;ViewMode=0&amp;PreviewState=0
http://www.big12sports.com/sports/m-footbl/spec-rel/042606aaa.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/seahawks/2002932813_pointer16.htm


2002 Glasgow  - European Youth Championships 
2000 Hamburg  - EuroBowl XIV Final Bergamo - Hamburg 
1999 Sicily  - World Cup Final Japan - Mexico 
1999 Brussels  - EuroCup IV London - Oslo 
1998 Dusseldorf - European Youth Championships 
1998 Brussels  - EuroCup III Aarhus - St.Gallen 
1994 Berlin   - European Youth Championships 
 
Other highlights: 
Working a game in the Colorado Rockies with Referee magazine columnist Jerry Grunska at Lake County 
High School, elevation 10,460ft. The locals call it Two Mile High stadium and laugh at people from Denver 
who live down in the low country. I'd arrived the previous day from home (elev 45ft) and spent most of the 
game wondering where the next oxygen molecule was coming from. 
Working a Michigan Spring scrimmage in 1991, the QB was Elvis Grbac. Fun to be able to tell people I've 
seen Elvis. 
 
Did you ever play or coach: 
Yes, played way back in 1984 - I was rubbish. Many people in the UK think I am almost as good an official 
as I was a player. 
 
Philosophy: 
Try to go through life and get along with 8 out of 10 people. Less than that - you are probably a jerk, more 
than that - you are probably a doormat. 
 
 
What do you enjoy most about officiating: 
Helping rookies, there is a real buzz to working with new guys over a period of time and seeing them 
improve. 
 
What are your best tips for other officials: 
Keep your white pants inside-out in your kitbag. That way any accidental marks will be on the inside and 
won't show when you put them on the right way round at the game.  
If you go to the toilet at half time, take your flag out of your belt - you don't want it to fall in, it is already yellow 
enough (Just ask Max!). 
If you are travelling for an EFAF game - there are 3 things you need to remember; passport, passport, 
passport (Just ask me). 
When you signal timeout - don't make your arm movements so big that you might hit a players helmet - 
because that can really hurt (Yeah, ask me about that too). 
Always keep a roll of toilet paper in your kitbag - there will be one game every couple of years when you will 
need it (Don't ask….). 
 
Memories of EFAF: 
Glasgow 2002 - Getting the guys into Kilts during a day off, took them outside the kilt hire shop for 
photographs. Some tourists came up and offered money for a photo with the guys - they thought we were 
some type of tourist attraction.  
WorldCup 1999 - On the way to the stadium in Palermo, all the dangerous districts were pointed out to us, 
including the areas where even the police refused to go. 
Dusseldorf 1998 - Watching the crazy Russians swimming in the Rhine and wondering whether they would 
drown or survive. 
Milan 1997 clinic - AC Milan were playing at the San Siro on Sunday afternoon, Italian officials felt it was 
their duty to assign someone to take me there personally to ensure I didn't get lost. To be doubly sure, they 
assigned threee people. Such dedication to being good hosts, every one of them had volunteered (and kept 
a serious face) even if it meant they missed the last two hours of the clinic, a credit to EFAF ;-) 
 
Why did you retire from EFAF: 
After Malmo, I had worked every big final/championship I could in EFAF - Group A, Group B, 3 Youth, 2 
EuroBowls, 2 EuroCups, not forgetting the first ever World Cup.  
I always promised myself I would quit whilst still at the top also I felt it was time to let another GB official have 
a chance in EFAF. Plus my knee was still giving me problems. 
 



What will you miss about EFAF: 
The chance to see more airport lounges in Europe. 
 
Finally my thanks to those in EFAF who have gone the extra mile to help me expand my 12" vinyl collection 
with obscure German and Dutch dance tunes, everyone who contributed local association badges for my 
towel, not forgetting my collection of airline barf bags. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Steve Tonkinson #97 
 
 
 
 
 
The Frank Study Guide 
By Frank Kristensen, Newsletter editor 
 
I started including pre-snap lists for different positions from my Study Guide, and then, for some reason, I 
stopped. 
From now on, this will be a regular section in the Newsletter.  It will either be a pre-snap list of some sort, or it 
will be a discussion of some sort, like the one below, which shows a pre-snap list for the BJ. 
 
7-man crew 

1. Pinch (dead ball officiating) 
2. Check what down it is. 
3. Check the clock. (Should it stop? If yes, when should it start again?) 
4. Count the defense and communicate to your colleagues. 
5. Get to your position. 
6. Find your key. 
7. Communicate status of clock to R, if necessary. 

 
Punt situation (only for 7 man BJ) 

1. Get back to your key, the PR. 
2. Count the defense and communicate. 
3. Talk to the PR about fair catch signals vs. shading for the sun. 
4. Get out a beanbag. 
5. Notice the color of the PR’s shirt. If that color shirt touches the kick first, all h… breaks loose. 
6. Line up behind the PR, and as he moves to catch the kick, move the other way into position. 

 
5-man crew 

1. Pinch (dead ball officiating) 
2. Check what down it is. 
3. Check the clock. (Should it stop? If yes, when should it start again?) 
4. Count the defense and communicate to your colleagues. 
5. Get to your position. 
6. Find your key. 
7. Communicate status of clock to R, if necessary. 

 
When there is a flag (only for 5 man BJ) 

1. Pinch (dead ball officiate) 
2. Stop the clock. Note when it should start again. 
3. Write down the time and which official threw the flag. 
4. Get in position to see the Referee’s signals. 
5. Write down the rest on your penalty card. 
6. Communicate status of clock to R. 
7. Count the defense and communicate to your colleagues. 
8. Get to your position. 
9. Find your key. 

 
Punt situation (only for 5 man BJ) 



1. Get back to your key, the PR. 
2. Count the defense and communicate. 
3. Talk to the PR about fair catch signals vs. shading for the sun. 
4. Get out a beanbag. 
5. Notice the color of the PR’s shirt. If that color shirt touches the kick first, all h… breaks loose. 
6. Line up opposite the LJ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Practical stuff 
If you get a new email address, please let me know, so I can update my file. That will also ensure that you 
always receive the Newsletter and other pieces of information from EFAF. 
The below is a list of the email addresses that did not work when I sent out the last issue. 
 
alexarn"@pstore1.utanet.at 
'info@plonka.dach.de 
jim_vg@sbcglobal.net 
jhansen5@sbcglobal.net 
mac5dawgs@sbcglobal.net 
twwhistler@sbcglobal.net 
elsa1@eon.at 
grobinson@ada.con.com 
oleg.larin@mto-net.ru 
michael.ulicny@zurich.com 
mbjermo@yahoo.com 
jan.kickert@globalnet.net 
 
 
By the book - Answers 
1: d. (3-3-2-e, 3-3-5-a, 3-3-5-b) 
2: d. (9-3-4-a) 
3: e. (1-4-5-s Exc) 
4: b. (9-2-1a-1e) 
5: b, e. (9-1-3-a-6) 
 
 

Views and comments expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the EFAF Officiating Department.   
Articles and such may be shortened or edited. 
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